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CIRCULAR    No.  35. 


Concerning  Travel  to  Yellowstone  Park 


OMAHA,  September  15th,  1883. 

To  Agents  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway: 

Certain  parties  interested  in  a  competing  stage  route  into  a  portion  of  the  Yellowstone  National  Park  have  been 
clamoring  loudly  in  favor  of  that  route  as  against  the  Beaver  Canon  and  Yellowstone  Park  line.  They  have  resorted  to 
untruth  to  create  a  sentiment  against  the  latter  line,  and  may  have  given  some  persons  erroneous  impressions  regarding 
it.   This  circular  is  issued  solely  for  jour  information  to  enable  you  to  state  the  absolute  facts  in  regard  to  the  situation. 

Premising  our  propositions,  it  is  well  to  say  that  two  lines  of  railway  lead  toward  it,  but  no  railway  is  completed  to 
any  portion  of  the  .Bark  proper.  The  Utah  &  Northern  Line  of  the  Union  Bacific  running  northward  from  Ogden 
through  eastern  Idaho  passes  nearest  the  southwestern  part  of  the  Park  at  Beaver  Canon,  Idaho.  From  "Beaver  Canon 
to  Fire  Hole  Basin  Hotel,  in  this  part  of  the  Park,  Messrs.  Bassett  Brothers  operate  a  line  of  spring  wagons.  The  exact 
length  of  the  line,  as  shown  by  a  recent  measurement  made  by  Lieut.  Kingman  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  is  99  miles.  The  other 
route  is  the  Northern  Pacific  which  has  recently  completed  a  branch  from  Livingstone  to  Cinnabar,  Montana.  A  stage 
line  is  operated  from  Cinnabar  to  Mammoth  Springs  Hotel  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Park.  The  Park  is  55  miles 
in  width  by  65  miles  in  length,  and  being  spanned  by  lofty  mountain  ranges  and  cleft  by  deep  canons  through  which  rush 
mountain  torrents,  the  journey  through  is  attended  with  some  inconvenience  and  hardship.  In  spite  of  all  these  dis- 
comforts, however,  a  visit  to  the  Park  is  of  unparalleled  interest.  It  remains  for  the  tourist  to  select  his  route.  In  giving 
i  nf  ormation : 

1.  You  may  assert  without  qualification  that  the  Union  Pacific  route  via  Beaver  Canon  is  the  best  route  from  all 
points  East,  not  excepting  St.  Paul,  into  and  through  the  Yellowstone  Park. 

2.  You  may  assure  passengers  a  quick  and  comfortable  transit,  at  as  low  rates  as  can  be  offered  by  any  other  route. 

3.  Y"ou  may  state  positively  that  all  the  entrancing  wonders,  the  Geysers,  Yellowstone  Lake,  Yellowstone  Falls, 
Yellowstone  Canon,  etc.,  are  more  easily  accessible  from  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  via  Beaver  Canon,  Idaho,  than  from 
any  other  railroad  point. 

Our  lines  lead  directly  to  Denver,  Leadville,  Cheyenne,  Salt  Lake  City  and  Ogden,  enabling  parties  enioute  to 
Yellowstone  Park  to  view  the  renowned  scenery  and  enjoy  the  delightful  resorts  adjacent  to  those  cities,  and  on  the  lines 


leading  thereto.  The  Union  Pacific  passes  through  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Colorado,  "Wyoming,  Utah  and  Idaho.  Tourists 
for  the  Park  can  visit  a  score  of  points  of  interest  in  any  of  these  states  or  territories  on  their  round  trip  tickets  with  little 
or  no  additional  expense  for  railway  fare. 

Arriving  at  Beaver  Canon  they  are  met  by  the  gentlemanly  proprietors  of  the  Yellowstone  Park  stage  line  who  will 
transport  them  to  the  Park  and  return  in  light  spring  wagons,  instead  of  lumbering,  dismal  stage  coaches.  The  route 
into  the  Park  leads  through  smiling  valleys  and  romantic  woodlands,  alongside  of  clear  running  trout  streams,  skirting 
the  shores  of  picturesque  Henry's  Lake  with  its  floating  islands,  over  the  Continental  Divide,  through  Tahgee  Pass,  and 
in  sight  of  those  monster  landmarks  called  the  "Three  Tetons.'"  and  terminates  at  Fire  Hole  Basin  Hotel,  in  the  very 
midst  of  spouting  geysers,  gurgling  mud  volcanoes,  fuming  sulphur  springs  and  other  phenomena,  which  contribute  to 
the  fame  of  the  Wond  srland.  The  points  of  interest  by  the  way  above  hurriedly  passed  over,  invite  and  deserve  a  glow- 
ing description.  Many  travelers  assert  that  the  ride  to  the  Park  hotel  by  this  route  is  a  recompense  for  the  expense  of  the 
trip  from  the  east,  not  to  speak  of  the  sublimer  scenes  of  the  Park  itself. 

To  the  sportsman,  this  is  the  route  of  routes.  It  penetrates  the  rarest  game  fields  of  America,— a  region  where  the 
crack  of  the  rifle  is  seldom  heard,  and  where  the  finny  tribe  has  hitherto  had  nothing  to  fear  from  either  hook,  spear  or 
seine.  One  party,  not  hunters,  but  sight  seers,  report,  bears,  wolves,  antelope,  elk,  deer,  mountain  sheep,  and  a  variety  of 
wild  fowls  as  the  result  of  their  observations  in  one  day's  journey.  Trout  abound  in  all  the  streams  which  do  not  head 
in  the  Park.  The  party  above  referred  to  amused  themselves  spearing  the  speckled  fishes,  by  torch-light,  in  a  tributary  of 
the  Snake  river  at  the  lodging  station. 

The  meal  and  lodging  stations  along  the  route  are  all  that  can  be  desired.  One  enthusiastic  traveler  writes  that 
Snake  Kiver  Station  "  surpasses  Fitth  Avenue  Hotel,  New  York,  for  fish,  game,  strawberries  and  good  things  in  general." 
In  short  no  mountain  trip  can  be  taken  in  which  there  is  so  much  of  enjoyment  and  so  little  of  toil  and  discomfort. 

The  great  geysers,  the  seething  cauldrons,  the  curious  craters,  the  mud  volcanoes,  the  hottest,  most  sulphurous 
springs,  and  the  Yellowstone  Lake,  are  all  situated  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Park.  Yellowstone  Falls  and  Canon 
are  near  the  centre.  From  Fire  Hole  Basin  Hotel,  roads  lead  out  in  all  directions  to  the  chief  points  of  interest.  In  the 
language  of  a  publication  issued  by  the  competing  route,  "here  the  roads  to  the  leading  attractions  of  the  Park  converge 
as  to  a  common  centre.*'   Distances  from  Fire  Hole  Basin  to  a'few  of  the  principal  points  of  interest  are  as  follows  : 

LOOKOUT  TERRACE   3  Miles         MIDWAY  GEYSER  BASIN   5  Miles 

FALLS  OF  THE  MADISON   6  "  UPPER  GEYSER  BASIN   10  " 

MOUTH  OF  THE  GIBBON   10  "  YELLOWSTONE  LAKE  25  " 

FOOT  OF  MADISON  CANON   18  "  "         "  FALLS  (about)  35  " 

FALLS  and  CANON  OF  THE  GIBBON.  13  "  "         "  CANON     "    35  " 

MONUMENT  GEYSERS   18  "  SPECIMEN  MOUNTAIN  40  " 

LOWER  GEYSER  BASIN   2  " 


In  Upper  Geyser  Basin,  which  is  but  10  miles  from  the  hotel,  there  are  eight  Geysers,  any  one  of  whose  belchings 
exceeds  in  volume  and  height  any  other  in  the  world  outside  of  Yellowstone  Park,  while  for  the  frequency  and  regularity 


of  the  magnificent  performance  indulged  in  by  them,  they  stand  unrivalled  in  the  known? universe.  Following  are  their 
chief  features : 

Giant.— Diameter,  7  feet;  height,  140  feet;  lasts  three  hours.  Giantess.— Diameter,  18  feet;  height  of  extreme  jet, 
2-50  feet;  lasts  20  minutes.  Beehive.— Diameter,  2  feet;  height,  219  feet;  lasts  20  minutes.  Grand  Geyser— Diameter,  20 
by  25  feet;  height,  250  feet;  lasts  20  minutes.  Old  Faithful.— Diameter,  G  feet;  height,  200  feet;  lasts  20  minutes.  Grotto- 
Diameter,  4  feet;  height,  00  feet;  lasts  30  minutes.  Castle.— Diameter,  5  feet;  height,  50  feet.  Fan.— Height,  60  feet;  lasts 
10  to  30  minutes.  While  no  tourist  can  expect  to  see  these  all  spout  in  one  day,  he  can  always  be  certain  of  witnessing 
Old  Faithful  several  times,  and  some  of  the  others  on  any  day  of  the  week.  They  are  all  located  in  a  small  basin  of  two 
or  three  miles  square. 

The  other  route  leads  from  the  railway  into  the  northern  part  of  the  Park  to  Mammoth  Hot  Springs.   The  stage 


road  is  a  terrible  series  of  bumps  and  jerks,  leading  over  a  region  so  rough  that  it  has  no  parallel.  Short  as  it  seems- 
when  speaking  of  the  actual  distance  to  be  traversed,  it  is  so  wearisome  and  uninteresting  as  to  bring  forth  imprecations 
at  almost  every  step,  even  from  dead-head  passengers.  It  terminates  happily  at  a  hotel  where  some  rest  may  be  taken. 
The  hotel  is  in  a  basin,  celebrated  only  because  of  the  hot  springs.  These  are  scarcely  more  interesting  than  those  of 
Arkansas,  Colorado,  or  even  certain  portions  of  Iowa.  Before  a  single  Geyser  can  be  seen,  the  traveler  must  journey  over 
the  broken  country  to  Fire  Hole  Basin,  50  or  more  miles  distant.  At  the  first  step  he  will  encounter  a  hill  so  steep  that 
his  empty  vehicle  is  a  sufficient  load  for  the  horses.  Tiie  first  four  miles  up-hill  must  be  trudged  on  foot,  and  consumes  a 
half  day.  Following  this  discouragement  comes  the  46  miles  of  uninteresting,  tiresome  and  tedious  travel  to  F.re  Hole 
Basin.  There  is  scarcely  anything  of  interest  enroute,  by  way  of  view  or  wonder,  and  usually  two  days  are  wasted  in 
reachin  g  the  scenes  which  make  the  visit  to  the  Park  pleasant  and  profitable.  All  the  Geysers  and  other  principal  scenes 
to  be  witnessed  can  be  reached  only  from  the  Fire  Hole  Basin,  hence  50  miles  must  be  added  to  distances  above  noted  to 
obtain  distances  from  Mammoth  Hot  Springs.  A  further  uncomfortable  reflection  to  the  tourist  is  that  his  round  trips 
will  bring  him  back  to  Fire  Hole  Basin  every  time,  and  he  thus  escapes  none  of  the  hard  travel  which  lies  between  the 
two  hotels. 

The  geographical  and  physical  conditions  herein  described  may  be  verified  by  examination  of  any  accurate  map  of 
the  National  Park,  or  by  the  statement  of  any  disinterested  traveler  who  has  made  the  trip  between  Beaver  Canon  and 
the  northern  line  of  the  Park  via  Fire  Hole  Basin. 

W  ith  confidence  that  a  fair  showing  of  the  relative  advantages  of  the  two  routes  to  the  Park  will  result  in  giving 
the  best  part  of  the  business  to  the  Union  Pacific  and  Beaver  Cafion  Koute,  the  above  is  respectfully  presented. 


Yours  truly, 


General  Passenger  Agent. 
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